East Central Alberta Female Hockey League
Spring Meeting Minutes
April 30, 2026
Vermillion Pomeroy Inn & Suites, Vermillion, AB

Meeting called to order @ 6:37pm

In Attendance: 
Jo McNiven, Darren Sakowich, Otto Fayad, Chelsa Noble, Morgan Richards, Deirdre Myshaniuk, Laurier Jodoin, Adam Flynn, Dan Auchenberg, Jenine Ruzicka, Stephanie Armstrong, Jennifer Amundson, Jacinda Davis, JodyAnn McSkimming, Brent Walker, Chad Byrne, Jess Fenton, Crystal Amundson
1. Presentation of Member Delegates
1.1 President – Chad Byrne – Irma Minor Hockey (present)
1.2 Vice President – Brent Walker – Wainwright Minor Hockey (present)
1.3 Past President – Jill Wallace – Battle River Knights Minor Hockey (regrets)
1.4 Treasurer – Stan Richards – Vermillion Minor Hockey (present)
1.5 Secretary – Crystal Amundson – Hughenden Minor Hockey (present)
1.6 U11 Governor – Krystal Montieth – Lloydminster Minor Hockey (regrets)
1.7 U13 Governor – Jenine Ruzicka – Battle River Minor Hockey (present)
1.8 U15 Governor – Gord Coggar – Cold Lake Minor Hockey (regrets)
1.9 U18 Governor – Jacinda Davis – Fort McMurray Minor Hockey (present)
1.10 Website Admin – JodyAnn McSkimming – Fort McMurray Minor Hockey (present)
1.11 Discipline – Trevor Sonfloo – Lloydminster Minor Hockey (regrets)

2. Roll Call of Member Delegates
2.1 Cold Lake – Darren Sakowich
2.2 Bonnyville – Darren Sakowich
2.3 St. Paul – Dierdre Myshaniuk
2.4 Lac La Biche – Otto Fayad
2.5 Lloydminster – Dan Auchenberg
2.6 Vermillion – Morgan Richards
2.7 Irma – Jess Fenton
2.8 Battle River – Stephanie Armstrong
2.9 Provost – dormant, email sent to league
2.10 Kitscoty – 
2.11 Wainwright – Brent Walker
2.12 Saddle Lake – 
2.13 Dewberry/Marwayne – Chelsa Noble
2.14 Onion Lake – 
2.15 Fort McMurray – JodyAnn McSkimming
2.16 Hughenden – Adam Flynn
2.17 Mallaig – Laurier Jodom
2.18 Vegreville – Jo McNiven

3. Approval of Agenda :
3.1.	No additional items to be added to agenda
3.1.1.	Motion to accept by Dan
3.1.2.	Seconded by Jacinda
3.1.3.	Motion passed unanimously

4. Introduction of Special Guests:
4.1.	Jennifer Amundson present at meeting on behalf of Viking Minor Hockey; hoping to enter the league with a U11 team for the upcoming season.
4.2.	Frog Lake Minor Hockey has also expressed interest in joining the league this year.  Unsure of potential age group, as no delegate present
4.3.	Ian Martinot from Hockey Alberta was a potential guest, but unable to attend 


5. Reading of 2025 Fall Meeting Minutes
5.1.	Minutes were read by Crystal
5.2.	Motion to accept minutes by Jacinda
5.2.	Seconded by Jenine
5.3.	Motion passed unanimously

6. Business Arising from the Minutes
6.1.	Currently, there are no outstanding fines from the 2025-26 season
6.2.	Ramp/electronic game sheets in use for the 25/26 season, as well as paper copies still used for backup
6.3.	Interleague play for 25/26 season – Vermillion U18?

7. President’s Report
7.1.	Overall we had another successful season in the ECAFHL and provincially. There was a lot of good, competitive games in all age groups.  When reviewing AB One, make sure you’re verifying revision dates. The next revision should be available in September.  Overage player process is being discussed over the summer by Hockey AB, as there were issues in all leagues. Blackout weekends for interleague play are in discussion.
Irma hosted U18A Provincials and won silver. Lakeland represented well and lost in the semi-final.
BRK U18B won silver, Lloydminster 782 represented well, losing the semi-final in OT
Wood Buffalo won silver at U15A Provincials, and St.Paul represented well as a wildcard team
Lakeland U15B represented well, losing the semi-final in OT
Lloyd 581 and 582 represented well at U13A Provincials in a very tight tournament
Hughenden won gold at U13B Provincials, hosted by Vermillion who showed very well losing in the semi-final
Great showing by all teams, in all age groups.  In my opinion, the success of all teams representing the ECAFHL this year shows that our model is working and the right teams are earning their way to the correct provincial tournaments.

8. Playoff Report
8.1.	Congratulations to:
U11 – Hughenden Jets - A banner winners and Vermillion Tigers – B banner winners
U13 – Lloydminster Blazers 583 – A banner winners and Hughenden Jets – B banner winners
U15 – Wood Buffalo Huskies – A banner winners and Lakeland Jags – B banner winners
U18 – Irma Aces – A banner winners and Lloydminster Blazers 782 B banner winners
         8.2.	Tentative plan for teams in for the 2026/27 season:
	8.2.1. Cold Lake/Bonnyville – 1 of each
	8.2.2. St. Paul – U13? U15? U18
	8.2.3.	Lac La Biche – U11, U13?
	8.2.4.	Lloydminster – U13x2, U15x2, U18x3
	8.2.5.	Vermillion – U11x2, U13, U15?, U18?
	8.2.6.	Irma – one of each
	8.2.7.	BRK – U11, U13, U15?, U18?
	8.2.8.	Provost – none
	8.2.9.	Kitscoty
	8.2.10.Wainwright – U9 through U15
	8.2.11.Saddle Lake
	8.2.12.Onion Lake
	8.2.13.Dewberry/Marwayne – U18
	8.2.14.Wood Buffalo (Fort Mac) – one of each, maybe 2 U11, 2U18
	8.2.15.Hughenden – U11, U13, U15
	8.2.16.Mallaig – U13
	8.2.17. Vegreville – U11, U13, U15	

9.	Treasurer’s Report
	9.1.	Stan presents Treasurer’s report – copies on hand
	9.2.	Motion to accept the treasurer’s report by Darren
	9.3.	Seconded by Deirdre
	9.4.	Motion passed unanimously

10.	Reports of Councils and Committees
10.1.	No reports

11.	Nominations
	N/A
12.	Unfinished Business
	None

13.	New Business
13.1.	Chad encourages associations to take better/stronger action to deal with problem behavior. Coaches will also be fined. 
Dan talks about concern with coaches attacking young refs.  Can’t have adult turning a blind eye to bad behavior – stuff needs to be documented.
JodyAnn suggests providing associations with links to discipline processes to try and make associations more aware.
13.2.	Formal Complaint Process
-first take issue to association President, Presidents takes issue to league President
13.3. 	
13.3.1.Many family members ended up officiating games this past season. This is a reminder that the host team needs to have permission for family members to officiate games. First try pre-planning to avoid family members reffing, but if necessary, please communicate same to traveling team (prior to travel) and get permission from the league.
13.3.2.There are rules regarding how many officials are required per game. This did not seem to be followed at all times this year.  Suggestion that the league bi-laws need to have more clear wording on disciplinary action of rules are not followed.
13.4.	There has been a lot of discussion/feedback regarding changing league playoff format. 
One suggestion is to switch to best of 3 game format starting in round 1 and all the way through.  This would likely mean the regular season would need to be a week shorter
Another suggestion is to move to 2 game total point 
Question of tiering into A and B prior to start of playoffs
13.5.	Hockey Alberta wants to see interleague play. The plan is to try this again for the upcoming season. 
Interleague dates likely to be first 2 weekends in December, in Red Deer
Also possibility of U15 and U18 A showcases
The next meeting is June 9/26, to work on trying to figure something out
13.6.	Electronic game sheets: Spordle vs RAMP (Hockey Canada likely switching to Spordle, other leagues currently engaging). Not all managers are using electronic game sheets. Majority still likes the idea of using both paper and electronic game sheets
13.7.	Executive/Board email addresses – JodyAnn looking into
13.8.	Open discussion
	13.8.1. Motion made by Otto
	13.8.2. Seconded by Adam
	13.8.3. Motion passed unanimously
13.9.	Any other new business
	13.9.1. Jenine suggests that suspensions should be posted on the website
13.10.	Fines:
13.10.1.No $100 fines for non-attendance need to be sent after today’s meeting, as all associations have sent a representative or an e-mail  stating their intent. However, there were a few board members also acting as association delegates; this is not allowed. 
13.10.2.Jenine makes a motion to waive fines for board members acting as member delegates for this meeting. Will re-visit in the fall
13.10.3. Seconded by Darren
13.10.4. Motion passed unanimously
13.11	Fall AGM
	13.11.1. September 3, 2026, @ the Pomeroy, Vermillion. 6:30pm start

14.	Elections of Excecutive for 2026-27 Season to be made at fall meeting
	14.1.	President
	14.2.	Vice President 
	14.3.	U11 Governor
	14.4.	U13 Governor
	14.5.	U15 Governor
	14.6.	U18 Governor
14.7.	Discipline Director
	
15.	Adjournment
15.1.	Fall meeting date and time: September 3, 2026 @ 6:30pm, Vermillion Pomeroy 
	15.2.	Adjournment @ 8:21pm
15.2.1. Otto motions to adjourn meeting @ 8:21pm
15.2.2. Seconded by Dan.
15.2.3.Motion passed unanimously

